VOCATIONAL   INSTRUCTION   FOR   THE   MASSES     33
institute of the type of the Technical School. Much of the
struggle around a Scuola Unica, i.e., a unique type of lower secon-
dary school, was prompted by the ambiguity of the Technical
School. This was, however, very typical of the state of Italian
education in the last eighty years; it represented the aspirations
of a vast class aiming not only at the acquisition of a better
standard of living through an improved technical skill, but at
an improvement, however small, in general culture.